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Dear Tracey, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to matters raised in Centre for Environmental Rights’ 

letter and Baseline Assessment report, as addressed to Mark Cutifani on 22 July 2015. 

 

In relation to feedback regarding data on environmental impacts, non-compliances and 

incidents raised in your covering letter, please note the following: 

 

Anglo American has a centralized system for reporting environmental incidents, which includes 

any possible non-compliances and incidents. These are also reported to authorities in a 

transparent manner and in line with legal requirements. The incident categories range from 

Level 1 through to Level 5.  

 

Level 3-5 incidents are categorized as significant and are reported to the CEO on a monthly 

basis and to the Board Sustainability Committee on a quarterly basis. These incidents are 

disclosed in our external reports (see for example pages 58-60; 63 and 65 of the Anglo 

American Sustainable Development Report, 2014).  

 

Given the global nature of the sustainability report, we disclose level 3-5 incidents, with limited 

detail. However, additional information is available in separate public reports by South African 

business units Kumba Iron Ore, De Beers and Anglo American Platinum. The Coal South Africa 

business produces a public report every second year.     

 

Level 1-2 incidents are tracked internally, but we have taken the decision not to disclose them 

externally given the need keep the report within a reasonable size limit. 

 

  

Tracey Davies 

Programme Head: Corporate Accountability & 

Transparency 

Centre for Environmental Rights 

2nd Floor, Springtime Studios 

1 Scott Road 

Observatory, 7925 

Cape Town 

 

 



 

Regarding certain of the matters raised in the Baseline Assessment Report, please note the 

following: 

 

Incidents 

 

In your commentary regarding the disclosure of incidents in 2011 and 2013, it was noted that 

the geographic locations of all incidents were not disclosed. Thank you for raising this; it will be 

taken into consideration during the preparation of future reports. 

 

Mogalakewna mine Blinkwater tailings dam incident 

 

The decision to classify the tailings spillage at Mogalakwena mine in 2013 as a level 3 incident 

was taken based on formal incident classification criteria that are applied consistently 

throughout Anglo American; the views of external specialists; and deliberation between internal 

experts. The most important factors in making the decision included, for example: the direct 

impact of the spill lasted for a limited period of time; the impact was restricted to a single river; 

and the receiving environment had moderate biodiversity value. Independent specialist studies 

showed that adverse impacts on communities and livestock were prevented through a thorough 

clean-up and rehabilitation process. 

 

Dalyshope colliery 

  

Anglo American Coal South Africa (AA Coal SA) was considering the possibility of engaging in 

a partnership with Vendanta Zinc International to supply their power station with coal from the 

proposed Dalyshope colliery and embarked on the NEMA application process for the proposed 

colliery. Applications by Vendanta were lodged separately from those of AA Coal SA. The 

applications made by AA Coal SA were however terminated at scoping phase and interested 

and affected parties were informed of this in writing in August 2014, following termination of its 

MoU with Vendanta in June that year. 

 

AA Coal SA: mining impacts and rehabilitation progress 

 

Phase one of the Isibonelo offset project has been completed following confirmation from the 

Department of Water and Sanitation that they are satisfied that the initial offset target has been 

achieved. Phase two is in progress.  

 

Regarding offsets for the mining of pans by Mafube colliery, AA Coal SA will be pursuing a 

project aimed at recreating a pan-like system instead of upgrading the functionality of existing 

systems. This is in accordance with the approved Water Use License dated 1 December 2014.  

 

New Largo EIA 

 

An EIA process for opencast mining of the New Largo coal reserve was initiated in 2006. The 

process included participation by stakeholders and the development of a stakeholder issues 

and response report.  The project was however delayed in 2007 and subsequently postponed.  

 

Since the EIA regulations changed in 2010, a new application for environmental authorisation 

was lodged that year when the project planning process resumed. Stakeholders were again 

invited to participate throughout the EIA process. The information gathered during 2006/07 was 



 

used in the draft EIA report to supplement new data collected after the environmental studies 

were re-initiated in 2010. Among others, approval of an integrated water use license was 

applied for as part of the EIA process in 2012, following required consultation processes in 

2011. 

 

I trust that the information provided is helpful and welcome any additional feedback. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dave Morris 

 

Group Head of S&SD 

T: +27 011 638 2312 

E: dave.j.morris@angloamerican.com 

www.angloamerican.com 

http://www.angloamerican.com/

